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Muzzled Me,
Colonel Says
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Stevers said he considered the "~* e

past six months a sufficient pe-
iriod to declassify hls statements
’and charges.’

* “T am not proud in any sense
of being part of this dlstasteful

then, that this was Just éuP; "Cuban b :h
uban business,”

pression. The facts still haven’t g

. “'With only a mi
. on our part, in eithe ear-

ly stages, the middie or later
: part, a complete. vietory could
" have been gained for, Cuhans,
the U. S, and freedom Jdoving
peoples everywhere

effort
“I later learned that the or-
ders, came fﬂ)m Richard Good-

- “Upon the retum of my as-
slstant and myself to Miami,
our seeretary informed us that
our ftelephone had been ﬂlS |

“I was on duty statlpn In Ha-
:vana from June 13, 1960 to Jan.
4, 1961, at which time>T made
c onn ccted ‘on nrders from the last flight with embagssy rec-
jords and bersonnel _to Key
West.” - ; .

‘By HAL_HENDE
Miami N&fgl Ln erica Edltor
Ccpyright{ ,’fhe Mlaml News, 1961

A new charge of Whlte House muzzling of mili-
- tary officers exploded in Miami today — this one
swirling drdund last April's

Stevers recalled that shortly‘_

(Thxs was' when the United

afterward ‘he "was notified by States and Cuba severed dlp-

-the Central Initelligenc

YAt AT Foros headquarters ,

;i1 Washington had ordered the

lomatic relatlons)

“I was, for the most part, an

A retired air force colonel,
who fermerly, was U. 8. air at-
-fache in ‘Cuba and played a

behind-the-scenes role re in
1he invasion aftermath, charg-
“scared”’ thte

e Jad %rgsged

him “ahd his® assis Trom
~ informing other A ﬁ Force
mission§ on the defa ils of the
Cuban fiasce.

’

N red, .. Stevers, who
fleadedf an Air Force mission
bffice here after dlplomatlc re-
lations were broken with Cuba,

said the ression was ap-
el ﬁwﬁa?ﬁﬁ N. . Gogdwin

under threat of forfeiting their
military careers,

The 30-year-old Goodwin, who
formerly was President Kenne-

dy’s special White House advis- |

er on Latin American affairs,
was sworn in
yesterday as. a
deputy assistant
secretary .o |
state for ‘inter-
American af-
fairs.

according
to  hemisphere
critics began
on-the-job-training as a Latin
American “expert” after Pres-
ident Kennedy took office,
played a key. Washington part
in the Cuban invasion planning
— with, the, Central Intelligence
Ageney, ~—.and, in post-invasion
relations ' with Cuban exile
leaders.

GOODWIN

Goodwin, who .

Col Stevers said that duxmg
the first week of last June he
and his assistant, Maj. Robert
Van Horn, attended the annual
conference of U. S. air attaches
and mission chiefs to Latin :
America. The meetmg was in
Panama.

* . ok %

“At this meeting T was sched-

“uled to talk on the Cuban sit-

uation,” he said.

“However upon my arrival
mand I was_informed by a
general
gence Tn'
 wouldn’t' b permltted to ‘say
'anythmg concenﬁng the inva.
*;mn ’

' “This was despite the fact
that thése officers (attending
:he conference), above all oth-
ers, had the need and right to
know what had happened and
why. Théy are serving in coun-
tries where situations could de-
velop like they did in Cuba.

“This general officer stated
that an official investigation
was being made by Gen. (Max-
well) Taylor in Washington and
the facts would -be revealed at
the ‘praper time.’

. 4

X

Now I know, as I suspected

Miami office closed and there . UARapPy observer to this portion
ghmﬂd be “absolutely no further , °f the Communist take- -over, The
-busmess conducted,” meritans were told, ‘just hold

: “still now and we will take care
“We subsequently

_aicared that what we knew here
%ind some of our reeords might’
e disclosed,” he added. “We:

learned’ of you later — everything is go-
that Goodwin apparently was mg to come out

all right.’
““Although very apprehensive

about thls 1 ‘thought those wiser i

ﬁad been_told by the CIA” T -

? -records in order and
orward them right away to
ylashmgton

‘T “Next, we were ordered to
i Washington for a protracted pe-
‘glod on orders of Goodwin,

at the Caribbean Air- Com-. , j&

-: “Our headquarters advised
:Zthat I was on leave and could

;enot be readily reached. Maj.

aVan Horn went fo Washington
zand cooled his heels in 3 sort
sof ‘outer office arrest’ for
"”‘three ‘weeks.

'* “He was questioned by Good-
wint only once in that period,
- 8nd ‘then very Lriefly. But
-Goodwin put the fear into him
in making it plam not to talk
~about the Cuban invasion,

11 “A month later he (Maj. Van
‘;Horn) was transferred to Mexi-
<o and I retired July 1. .

: “In the service, my chances
for any effective activity had
.come pr'actically to zero, as in
'my opinion, have all the other
(military in the Latin American
‘pttache and mission fields.”

+ Goodwin could not be reached
. for comment on the charges.
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. million Cubans,

. than I have a plan for success

whigh will be.. od ,at- the
right time -7 ) ite appear-
ances, ‘sutély” wé %ﬁld not be
aiding in the ensIavewont of six
our closest
friends in. Latin' America,

AORIFDRE . *
“The-last half of 1960 dedicat-

. &d and patriotic members of the

- Cuban’ undex;ground gave their
lives - in- ever-iniereasing nurm-
bers in the . counter-revolution-
ary movement

“Injtially, with some U. S
~Support, -they set up 5evera1
fronts in the mountams ,,Cu-
bans flocked to those areas
The only limiting factor was

" the amount of support

“Castro threw everythmg he
had at the prineipal fronf in the
Escambray. Raul Casgro went

" there and failed. Che Guevara

stated he would hever return to
Havana until” every counter—
#évolutionary was dead. He
Bded his. militia Hp the hills
and the patriots mowed them
down.

&)

(:;?,4 %7}




